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Based on Vision for Children at Risk’s work in the community, in partnership with our community members, we have 
strong evidence supporting an idea all too familiar to our family advocates and community members: inequity is 
real, and it affects the well-being of children in St. Louis. 
 
In the poorest zip codes of St. Louis, children and families remain unable to access the resources that young minds 
and bodies need to develop and flourish. The inequity in our communities exists despite the efforts of many 
organizations and service providers to address it. We have been able to pinpoint several specific reasons why the 
problem persists, and have crafted creative solutions. For example, we brought together community members and 
service providers in an open, honest dialogue about the respective issues of distrust and security concerns that have 
barred families from obtaining much needed resources from well-intentioned organizations for so long. The work 
is challenging, and dynamic, and incredibly rewarding. When we address these deep, systemic concerns, we find 
ourselves at last able to create conditions of well-being for St. Louis’ youngest community members.
 
VCR is committed both to hard data and to the stories of the individual people we serve. We believe that data and 
statistics are powerful tools for identifying, corroborating, and ultimately addressing systemic issues like inequity in 
our communities. But we also believe that our community members have important information to offer on their 
own communities, information that cannot be reached without person to person contact. We are determined to 
inform our partners and the state of the exact nature and scope of inequity, and we are also determined to keep 
putting a human narrative to the numbers. In trying to solve a systemic problem, we never lose sight of the people 
we serve, and the human lives we are working to improve.

Sincerely,

Sanaria Sulaiman
Executive Director

A Message from Our Executive Director:



Who We Are:
In the St. Louis region, children face disparities every day due to race, geography, and income. 
Through careful analysis, Vision for Children at Risk (VCR) recognizes that:

VCR focuses on understanding the data, listening to the individual stories, and mobilizing the community 
to make a positive change together. We do this through: advocacy, collaboration, and data.

1 out of every 3 children live in a ZIP code where their well-being is significantly at risk.

Ensuring key indicators of children’s 
well-being are collected, usable, and 
accessible to the community.

• ASQ Screening Collaborative
• Behavioral Health Data Group-Member
• Children of Metropolitan St. Louis Data 

Book (CMSL)
• Regional Data Alliance-Member

• St. Louis Child Abuse & Neglect              
Network (STLCANN)

• Regional Early Childhood Council (RECC)
• St. Louis Region System of Care (SOC)

Convening families, community leaders, 
organizations, advocates, the business 
sector, and more to improve our 
region’s collective impact for children.
• Early Childhood Summit
• Family Advocates
• Missouri Project LAUNCH
• VCR serves as the backbone            

organizations for:

Promoting child well-being at multiple 
levels, from local grassroots community 
strengthening to statewide legislative work.

• Child Advocacy Day-Leadership
• Community Cafes: Transportation,    

Safety, & Education
• Kids Win Missouri-Leadership
• PLAN (Project LAUNCH Action in     

Neighborhoods)
• SPEAC (Social Policy & Electoral            

Accountability Collaborative-Member

DATA

ADVOCACY

COLLABORATION



PLAN Graduates

(Project LAUNCH Action in Neighborhoods)

19

205
parents, community leaders, 
and stakeholders made an 
impact on local transportation 
through the Transportation 
Community Café. (‘17-’18)

PROJECT LAUNCH 6 YEAR RECAP

Training units (# includes duplicate attendees) were 
provided to professionals & community members 
covering topics such as: Cultural & Linguistically 
Appropriate Standards (CLAS), Motivational Interviewing, 
Facilitation Training, & more.

4,121

Building Strong Families with the Protective Factors
• Relationships
• Concrete Supports
• Knowledge of Child Development
• Communication
• Parental Resilience

1,776 Social & emotional screenings

587 Referrals for services

450 Students benefited from social & emotional 
curriculum in their early childhood settings from Project 
LAUNCH sponsored CSEFEL trainings and coaching.

Check out the Project LAUNCH recap video here.

903 Parent Café Participants

Our Story:

750 Children of Metropolitan St. Louis Data 
Books (CMSL) distributed.

150+ Children & Parents participated in 
Healthy Family Festival 2018.

300 Came out to honor awardees at the 2018 
Stepping Up for Kids Luncheon.

13 Child Serving Organizations have committed 
to being members of the ASQ Screening Collaborative 
(LEAP Ahead STL).

4 New Family Advocates.

80 Engaged in advocacy work through the annual 
Legislative Wrap-Up.

250+ Participated in the Early Childhood 
Summit, where the St. Louis Early Childhood Plan was first 
presented.

200+ Child Serving Individuals & 
Providers attended a professional development training 
hosted by STLCANN, for which VCR provides backbone 
support (2018). 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZCESCt1pvrCM7Lwt7ddJOmyn-DPRIVgd


Conversations that matter are at the core of the Community Café model that VCR has been 
utilizing over the past couple of years. After several years of implementing the impactful 
Strengthening Families Parent Cafés, parents and community members expressed a desire 
to make changes outside of their own family and in their surrounding community. 

Since that time, we have hosted three different series of Community Cafés: Transportation, 
Safety, and Education. Participants have included: community members, child serving professionals, local clergy, Metro 
St. Louis, St. Louis City Police Department, and other leaders.

Transportation
Over 200 parents & community leaders participated in the Community Café series on Transporation. Through the 
series, we advocated for and witnessed tangible public transportation improvements. Participants spent time getting 
to know each other, discussing the problems, and working towards solutions. By the end of the series we had written 
a recommendation report for Metro along with proposals to the local alderpersons. Metro has been a great partner 
throughout the entire series, and has implemented changes including: 

COMMUNITY CAFÉS

A texting service for next bus times

Increased customer service hours

Ongoing community engagement opportunities

Safety
In 2018, many of the same community members engaged in a Safety focused Community Café. Community members 
and law enforcement professionals gathered together to listen to each other’s stories and brainstorm positive solutions 
to safety concerns in North St. Louis City. The small table dialogue created a safe space for participants to engage in 
what can often be difficult conversations. Out of this work, we have presented the St. Louis City Police Department 
with a recommendations report. 

Education
We also began work on an Education Community Cafe, which is ongoing. We have heard three main issues from 
participants:
• Students are struggling to learn because basic needs are not met.
• Students are not getting necessary support at home for their education.
• Students are not receiving consistent quality education at school.

FAMILY ADVOCATES
With the support of both Project LAUNCH and St. Louis System 
of Care, VCR has been able to build a strong team of Family 
Advocates. This team is working alongside families to raise 
awareness on the importance of early childhood social, 
emotional, & developmental screenings. They are also working 
to connect families to other resources, such as home visiting 
programs.

This Team Features:
Sam Blue, Rosetta Jackson, 
Vivian Williams, & Mia Daugherty
(Pictured clockwise from top left)



ASQ SCREENING COLLABORATIVE (LEAP Ahead STL)
VCR began building a screening collaborative in 2018 after ongoing conversations about 
early childhood screenings. Through our data work we have long understood that there 
is not comprehensive data on the details of screenings and results. Through Project 
LAUNCH, the Regional Early Childhood Council, St. Louis System of Care, and other 
ongoing early childhood conversations VCR has come to better understand some of the 
challenges hindering universal screenings.

LEAP Ahead STL has grown out of this, and currently has 13 committed and invested 
partners participating. The Collaborative aims to increase the number of children in the 
St. Louis Region that are screened for social, emotional, and developmental delays. 
Simultaneously, LEAP Ahead STL is working on building a data hub so that the we can track outcomes and advocate for 
stronger early childhood supports and screenings.

• ARCHS
• Belle Children’s Services/St. Louis Arc
• Hilltop Child Development Center/Lutheran Family & 

Children’s Services of Missouri
• LUME Institute
• Nurse Family Partnership
• Nurses for Newborns 

• Raising St. Louis
• SouthSide Early Childhood Center
• St. Martin’s Child Center
• United 4 Children
• Unleashing Potential/Caroline Mission
• YMCA Community Literacy
• Youth in Need-Head Start East

COMMITTED PARTNERS

Dr. Vetta Sanders-Thompson led a 7 week course for engaged 
community members on planning and implementing community 
service projects. The cohort had a nearly 100% graduation rate with 
19 graduates. Each team had the opportunity to apply for mini-grants, 
and all four teams were successful in receiving that.

The Four Teams
• Village of Moms built a reading village for young children.
• Operation Community Clean-Up led efforts to remove trash near elementary schools. 
• Senior & Youth Soul Food Program hosted community picnics at Hyde Park.
• Garden Team worked with local partners to improve an area community garden.

“PLAN has given Village of Moms the platform to propel ideas, enriching the 
community...We have completed 8 reading related events all featured on multiple 
media platforms (Channels 4, 5, & 11). We worked with a celebrity artist and worked 
with the Chief of St. Louis Police to protest against violence in urban parks. We were 
offered many opportunities to further our mission beyond the grant period.”

-Alecia Deal

“[The] classes greatly prepared us for our project. For me, I have so many ideas and things I 
want to do to make the community better. [I] have all these thoughts, but when you actually go 
through the proper training to put these thoughts and vision into a structured plan, that’s when it 
all comes together. 

-Mia Daugherty

PLAN (Project LAUNCH Action in Neighborhoods)



Our Team:

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Thank you to all our wonderful donors. We would not be where we 
are today without your support.

Help us to continue positively impacting the way we care for our 
children by investing.

2018 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Dennis O’Connor, M.D.

VICE PRESIDENT
Karen K. Goodman

SECRETARY
Thomas Nolan

TREASURER
John Killoran, III CPA

MEMBERS

Bryan Berry

Nanci A. Bobrow, Ph.D.

Sylvester Bolden

Bob Buck

Marga Fronmuller

Richard Harvey, Ph.D.

Charles Kindleberger

Robert Mai

Patrice Mugg

Michael O’Connor, MD

Ryan L. Pratt, MHA

Jamala Rogers

STAFF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sanaria Sulaiman

DATA & RESEARCH COORDINATOR
Liz Hoester

ADVOCACY COORDINATOR
Ruth Ehresman

SYSTEM OF CARE COORDINATOR
Ernest Gauss

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING & REFERRAL 
MANAGER

Anita Blagajcevic

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
Breann Schubert

FAMILY & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
COORDINATOR

Sam Blue

2017 & 2018 FUNDERS
Cardinals Care
Commerce/Stupp Foundation
Dana Brown Charitable Trust
Firmenich
Mental Health Board
Missouri Foundation for Health

FINANCIALS
Revenue

2017: $730,685

2017: $625,133

2018: $574,582

2018: $531,592
Expenses

MO Children’s Trust Fund
Roblee Foundation
SAMHSA/DMH 
St. Louis Philanthropic Organization
YouthBridge

Donate here.

Grants-Program       Grants-Operational       Earned Income
Special Events       Contributions

Program           Management            Fundraising

*Financial information is based on unaudited results for the year ended Dec. 31, 2018

http://www.visionforchildren.org/donate
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Creating a better future for children.
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